
A Letter From Our President 

 

Our outgoing president Mary 

Lynn Walker is one of these 

incredibly smart and funny 

women.  I donôt know that 

anyone could possibly do a 

better job as President; she 

has left no job undone.  My 

hat is off to her.  So as I begin 

the new term on the Board as 

incoming president, I decided 

that if I could only accom-

plish one thing it would be to 

shout out what a GREAT 

BUNCH OF WOMEN this 

is!!  And they are right here in 

Wichita, in your very own 

Theta Alumnae Chapter.  

Some of them are women you 

see every day, some are 

women from your alma mater, 

some you have never met ï 

and yes some are young 

enough to be your daughter.   

 

It is my goal to convince 

more of you to become in-

volved and enjoy the growth 

and friendships that are avail-

able to us.  Challenge yourself 

to come to an upcoming event 

ï find out who these women 

are, and allow them the privi-

lege of knowing you as well.   

I think just like me, you will 

be happy that you did.  See 

you at Burgers, Brats and 

Bingo in April? 

 

 

Loyally in Theta, 

Tracy Farrell 

Dear  Wichita Theta Alums, 

 

During the past few weeks, as 

I sat in my house counting 

each activity that had been 

cancelled due to snow, I real-

ized that it was the perfect 

time to tackle the newsletter 

article that our cute and effi-

cient editor Molly Crowe re-

minded me needed to be fin-

ished by the end of February.   

Perfect time, but still ï terri-

fying!  What in the world to 

write about? 

 

On another of those snowy 

days, I found myself checking 

my email AGAIN in hopes of 

breaking the monotony of 

cabin feveréand there was 

the save the date memo for 

my 30th  Class Reunion at 

DePauw University.  Hard to 

believe it has been so long.  I 

donôt know about you, but my 

college memories are all 

wrapped up in Kappa Alpha 

Theta.  I remember going 

through rush and deciding 

that ñYes, I could see myself 

in a sorority and I could meet 

all the demands on my time, 

and yes I would like all the 

social fun as well.ò  What I 

didnôt really grasp until I ex-

perienced it, was how much I 

was going to come to love 

those other women in the 

house, and how much I would 

learn and grow just from be-

ing with them.  Still today, 

those Thetas are some of the 

most interesting, intelligent, 

funny and vivacious women I 

have ever had the pleasure of 

knowing. 

 

Two years ago, when Sue 

Dondlinger called and asked 

me to serve on the Wichita 

Theta Alumnae Board, I re-

member thinking, ñYes I can 

see myself serving on that 

board, and I can meet those 

demands on my timeésell a 

few mums, plan some decade 

and bingo partieséò  Again, 

what I didnôt adequately ap-

preciate until later was how 

blessed I was going to be just 

by spending time with the 

other women on this board.  

And you probably can guess 

what I am going to say nexté

these Thetas are some of the 

most interesting, intelligent, 

funny and vivacious women I 

have ever had the pleasure of 

knowing! 
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Dear Thetas, 
 

For 29 years, I was a New York resident.  That changed eight years ago when I moved 

back to Wichita.  I was not very involved with Theta when I lived on Long Island be-

cause there was not an alumnae chapter nearby.  However, when I returned to Wichita, 

one of the first things I did was join our local chapter.  What a good decision that was!  

Almost immediately I became a Board member, ñworking my way upò to the office of 

president.  I have been fortunate to serve with professional and enthusiastic chapter 

officers, renew old friendships, make new friends, and learn a great deal about our na-

tional fraternity. 
  

I am going to make this, my last letter as president, brief.  As Dr. Seuss says, ñThe 

writer who breeds more words than (s)he needs, is making a chore for the reader who 

reads.ò  Let me simply say that I feel:  
 

¶ Proud of the Board of Directors for accomplishing our goals 

¶ Indebted to the 2009 - 2011 Board members for their fantastic input and valuable       

contributions 

¶ Eager to serve as Past President with the new Board 

¶ Thankful to our membership for your participation and support 
  

Please continue to be involved with the Wichita Alumnae Chapter.  If youôre not an 

engaged member, become one.  As Dr. Seuss also said, ñIf your never did, you should.  

These things are fun, and fun is good.ò 
 

Loyally, 

Mary Lynn 

 

 

Past Presidentôs Letter 

2011-2013 Board of Directors 
President 

Tracy Farrell 
 
 

Immediate Past President 

Mary Lynn Walker 
 

 
 

1st Vice-President (Membership) 

Heather Schultz 
 

 

2nd Vice-President (Philanthropy) 

DeLyn Mattingly 

Panhellenic Representative 

Linda Ralston  
 
 

Recording Secretary 

Phyllis Robertson 
 
 

Treasurer 

Jennifer Magaña  
 
 

Social Chair 

Frances Foster 

Cathy Lisenby 

College Contact 

Rhonda Johnson 
 

 

Corresponding Secretary 
Barbara Cox  
 

 

Editor  

Molly Crowe 
 

Historian 

Elizabeth Cohn 
 

Mailing Chair  

Ann Bauer 

KAPPA ALPHA THETA MISSION STATEMENT  
 

Yesterday, today and tomorrow,  Kappa Alpha Theta exists to nurture each member 
throughout her college and alumnae experience and to  offer a life-long opportunity for 
social,  intellectual, and moral growth as she meets the higher and broader demands of 

mature life. 
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Congratulations Cathy Lisenby,  

2011 Wichita Alumnae Chapter Theta of the Year 
 

 

 

 

On Tuesday, January 25th at our annual Founders' Day celebration, Cathy Lisenby was recognized as the 2011 Theta of the 

Year.  Heather Schultz, 2010 Theta of the Year honored Cathy and discussed why she was so deserving of this honor.   

In Heatherôs words: 
 
 

In 1967 Elizabeth Kagey was honored as the first Theta of the Year of 

the Wichita Alumnae Chapter.  This tradition of Theta of the Year was 

initiated as a way of honoring a Theta that had given substantial 

amounts of her time, resources and talents to our Alumnae chapter.  

Many Thetas have been honored over the years and can be seen wear-

ing their Theta of the Year charms as a symbol of their contribution to 

Theta.  While we typically think of the honoree of giving substantially 

over the previous year, I would like to honor someone today who is 

worthy of this honor, not just this year, but what I believe to be every 

year. 
 
 

I look forward every year to the announcement of this award as Iôm 

sure many of you all do too.  I am very excited to tell you about this 

Theta an d her accomplishments as she has been very special to our local chapter, to our community and to our state. She has been a 

board member and has opened her home for Theta meetings for many years.  She grew up and has attended East Heights Methodist 

church where she can be seen regularly in the Chancel Choir on Sunday mornings.  She has been responsible for orchestrating 

Class Reunions for Southeast High School, Class of 1980 year after year.  This Theta has been on the board for the City Wide Tennis 

Team and enjoys playing tennis. 
 

She attended college at Oklahoma State and joined the Theta chapter as a pledge in 1981.  This Theta went on to become a physician 

specializing in family practice medicine while she balanced a family and many community activities.  She volunteers as a physician 

many weekday evenings for patients who cannot afford medical care at Grace Medical Clinic.  I have personally witnessed her com-

mitment to her patients as she works to deliver the best healthcare with a true sense of caring to her patients.  This Theta also holds 

a board member position in the Kansas Association of Osteopathic Medicine working to educate physicians thru medical education. 
 

She has three amazing children, Suzan, Colin and Henry and a very supportive husband, Tom.  I donôt know very many people who 

can manage a demanding career, raise three children, volunteer and do it all well.  It is truly amazing how this Theta always seems 

to have time to make people feel special in light of her incredibly busy schedule. 
 

 
 

While all of her accomplishments certainly make her a worthy candidate of this award, perhaps why I feel this Theta is so deserving 

is that she is the living version of the mission of Kappa Alpha Theta.  Whether it is in her career, community or family involvement , 

this Theta strives in her daily life for social, intellectual and moral growth.  She is always there with a warm smile and an encourag-

ing word to all she meets.  Please join me in congratulating our 2011 Theta of the Year, Cathy Mitchell Lisenby! 

Theta of the Year 
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Betty Murfin had no idea she was the start of a family legacy 

when she pledged Kappa Alpha Theta at Kansas University in 

1941.  When Betty pledged Theta, she went through rush, lived in 

the Eldridge Hotel and then moved right into the Theta house as a 

Freshman.  Betty lived on the third floor in the Theta house.  (If 

you ever visit, turn left once you reach the third floor, go to the 

end of the hall and you will find Betty's room on the left.)  Now, 

after being a Theta for 70 years later, Betty's story is nothing 

short of extraordinary!  Some of Betty's fond memories include 

living in the house and knowing all the girls. 
 

Theta has been part of Betty's life since she pledged in 1941.  

Betty is an active Theta, as she continues to enjoy participating in 

the Wichita Alumni Chapter.  The same is true for her daughter, 

Barbara (Murfin) Murphy.  Barbara loves that she is able to at-

tend these events with her mom.  

Barbara pledged Theta at Colo-

rado State University in 1968 and 

graduated from Kansas University 

as well.  Barbara has two daugh-

ters, Maggie and Molly.  Molly is 

an alumnae of Kansas State Uni-

versity where she pledged Kappa 

Kappa Gamma.  Maggie is an 

alumnae of Kansas University 

where she pledged Theta in 2005.  

Yes you read correctly,  they are a 

three generation family of Thetas!   

But that is not all!  Both Barbara 

and Maggie lived in the house at KU and as luck would have it, both Barbara 

and Maggie were assigned the same room as Betty.  Now that is amazing!  
 

Theta has provided instant camaraderie for Betty, Barbara, and Maggie throughout their journeys in school and 

life.  Barbara is proud to say the Thetas she has met along the way are "Pretty nice, academic, and motivated 

people.  You don't realize how much it means to be a Theta and have life-long friends!"  Both Betty and Bar-

bara had the honor of attending Maggie's initiation ceremony and passing the pin to Maggie.  This moment 

was so special for both of them.  Theta is a testimony to special memories and bonds that are cherished for a 

life time.  Barbara's favorite memories are living in the Theta house at KU knowing that is where her mom 

lived, going to visit Maggie, and knowing that is where they all shared such great tradition and happiness.  

Barbara mentioned when she visited Maggie the girls were always so welcoming and made the visit so fun and 

special.  Maggie is currently attending medical school and Barbara looks forward to the day (if Maggie moves 

to Wichita) when she can attend Theta events with Maggie.  Until then, regardless of where they live or what 

they are doing, Betty, Barbara, and Maggie enjoy many family traditions together and hold dear their relation-

ships as grandmother, mother, daughter and of course, SISTERS!!! 
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CASAino  Night! 
 

 

This year is  

CASAôs  

30th anniversary!   
 

CASAino will be held Friday, 

June 24, 2011 from 6:30-11:00 

pm at the Wichita Marriott.  

Please visit the web site for ad-

ditional information regarding 

this great event,  
 

www.casaofsedgwickcounty.org 
 

We hope to see you there! 

Brats, Burgers and 

Bingo! 
 

When: Sunday, April 10th at 5:30pm   

Where: Wichita Country Club   
 

Please come and enjoy Bingo with the 

family!  We will begin with a Burger 

and Brat buffet, (cash bar available) 

prizes and fun Bingo games!  Invite 

your friends, family, kids and grand-

kids.  Help support our fundraising 

efforts for our Philanthropic dona-

tions: 
 

 

Adults     $30.00  

Children under 12    $10.00 
 

 

Please send checks to Tracy Farrell  

8521 E. Killarney Place to make your 

reservation.  If you have questions, 

please feel free to contact Tracy at  

316-636-1973. 

Wichita Alumnae  

Panhellenic Card Party 

and Luncheon! 
 

When: Tuesday, April 26th,   

12:00-3:00 pm 
 

Where: Botanica, 701 N. Amidon 

             Wichita, KS 67203 
 
 

This fun day includes the luncheon, a 

stroll in the gardens at tulip time, 

Bridge and card games, a fashion 

show, silent auction and door prizes.  

For tickets or more information, con-

tact Ingrid Gill at 652-7931 or 

Ingrid.gill@cox.net.  The price per 

ticket is $12.00.  See you there! 

Save the Date!  

Special òThank You!ó to Thetas 
 

ANGEL TREE 
Once again, many thanks to all you Theta angels who helped with the Salvation Army Angel Tree.  

The Towne East tree gave out 1600 angels and hundreds of stars thanks to your efforts.  There were 11,100 children 

needing Christmas last year.  The Salvation Army makes sure that every child has something to open Christmas morn-

ing.  There were 1500 angels left on the trees city wide but that means that 9600 children were helped by you and others.  

Thanks again and I hope to see you this year at the Angel Tree. 
 

GREENERY FUNDRAISER 
The Wichita Alumnae Panhellenic greenery fundraiser was a huge success!  Approximately $1,500 was raised for schol-

arships.   Congratulations to Theta for being the top selling  group!  Special thanks to the following for their purchase of 

greenery:  Molly Crowe, Tracy Farrell, Frances Foster, Taylor Gill, Peggy Johnson, Jen Magana, Maggie Mathias, Linda 

Ralston, Phyllis Robertson, Susan Schroeder, Mary Lynn Walker and Mary Williams. 

Ingrid Gill  

Pat Meyers 
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Directory Updates 

Address Updates: 
 

We will publish changes, deletions, etc. in each newsletter so you will be able to 

update the ñhard copyò of your Directory. 

 

Tammy Brown 

2744 SW Villa West Dr 

Apt 211 

Topeka KS 66614-5430 

Claire Najim 

38 Drover's Lane 

Fairview, NC 28730 

Barbara Kratzer 

8506 E Peppertree St. 

Wichita, KS 67226-1903 

Mary Jean Wells 

2828 N Governeour St 

Wichita, KS 67226-1700 

Anne Moeller 

1647 S. Logan Pass 

Andover, KS 67002-7914 

New Thetas! 

Jacque Blick 

7407 E Magill 

Wichita, KS 67206 

Lauris Gibson 

1824 N. Paddock Green 

Wichita, KS 67206 

Elizabeth Cohn 

427 S. Belmont 

Wichita, KS 67218 

Remove, new address unknown:  

 
Lauren Rowland 

1620 Rocky Creek Rd 

Wichita, KS 67230 

Virginia Aldendifer 

503 N. Maize Road 

Wichita, KS 67212-4655 

(If you know the current address of a 
Theta above, please contact Heather 

Schultz, heather.schultz1@yahoo.com.   
 

Thank you! 

Carol Olander 
7373 E 29th St N Apt 
E123 

Wichita, KS 67226-3418 

     This yearôs Founderôs Day celebration was held at The Scotch & Sirloin.  Former 

     president, Mary Lynn Walker started the evening with a warm welcome, followed by 

     Theta grace.  After dinner was served and great conversation had passed, the cere-

     mony honoring the founders of Kappa Alpha Theta began.  The celebration of our 

     great fraternity and all of the tremendous characteristics that Kappa Alpha Theta was 

     founded on were brought to light once again.  It was clear the evening holds a special 

      place in our hearts and minds as we remember becoming Thetas and all that we have 

     received from our bonds of sisterhood.  As the evening concluded we recognized  

     Susan Schroeder, an honored Theta as well as the other honored Thetas (listed  

     below.)  The 2011-2013 slate was presented and the evening concluded with the deserv-

    ing honor of Theta of the Year, presented to Cathy Lisenby! 
 

 

75 Years  
Mary Ann Napier Crans 
 

50 Years  
Peggy Porter Beal, Barbara Thorning Kratzer, Edith Catlin Oliver, Susan Ross Sheets, and Zelma Rust Warren 
 

25 Years  
Mandy Stout Jordan, Mindy Stout McCoy, Michelle Barr Pate, Susan Bradburne Schroeder, Megan Grier Wallace, and 

Robin Murtha Willford 

Founderõs Day 2011 

mailto:Heather.schultz1@yahoo.com

